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Histon Road and Milton Road Bus Priority, Walking and Cycling Measures:  

Reports on Initial Consultation and Selection of Preferred Options 
 

REPORTS ADDENDUM NOTE 
 
Purpose 
 

1 To provide further officer comment to the Executive Board in response to recent 
representations received by Board members from local residents and councillors. 
 
Highway trees 
 

2 At this stage officers have not undertaken a detailed assessment of the number of 
highway trees that would be affected by each project.  It is expected that a 
considerable number of existing highway trees would need to be removed, many of 
which have been assessed as having limited life, based on tree surveys undertaken 
earlier.  A full assessment of the impact on trees will be done once a detailed layout 
for each preferred option has been developed.  As indicated in the Board reports, this 
work will be informed and influenced by the information gained through the 
undertaking of trial pits to establish the exact location of public utility equipment, 
which will be a major factor in determining a viable scheme design layout, including 
potential sites for new planting.   

 
3 The preferred option designs to be developed for further consultation will provide 

details of new tree planting locations and some ideas on possible tree species will be 
put forward for public comment.  Later in the delivery process and prior to taking any 
decisions on scheme implementation, the Executive Board will be in possession of a 
fully detailed tree planting plan for each scheme.     

 
 Preferred option design process 
 
4 If the Executive Board approves the report recommendations for preferred options as 

the basis for further detailed design work, this will fix the carriageway layout however 
a key consideration in developing the preferred option layouts will be how the other  
elements (cycleways, footways, landscaping and planting areas) are put together to 
form the highway cross sections.  As highlighted in the Design Guidance document 
which the Executive Board is considering, there are permutations that could be 
considered.  For example, should cycleways be located adjacent to the road 
carriageway or should they be separated by a planting area?  

 



5 As stated in the Board reports, ahead of a further formal consultation later in the year, 
further informal engagement is planned over the summer period through a Local 
Liaison Forum (LLF), to explore these design permutations.  All councillors from 
wards/divisions within which scheme works will be undertaken have been invited to 
participate and a meeting to establish an LLF is taking place on Monday (13th).   

 
6 The LLF will elect a Chair and Vice-chair and will determine which other stakeholder 

groups are invited to participate at LLF meetings. The meetings will be open to the 
public, with participation at the discretion of the Chair.  The LLF  will help to steer, 
influence and inform the design process for each scheme and act as a key conduit for 
local views to be reported to the Executive Board and to inform the detail of the 
scheme, such as planting, bus stops and crossings.  It will not be a decision-making 
body. 

 
7 Advice on tree and landscaping elements will be sought from the City Council’s Urban 

Design and Aboricultural teams, who are already represented on the project team.  
Input will also be sought from the Trees and Design Action Group (whose guidance is 
referenced in the Design Guidance document) which has offered to help.  

 
8 Suggestions have been made that any tree replanting should be based on mature 

trees rather than saplings or small trees that are usually planted when highway trees 
are replaced.  This will be explored as part of this community engagement to ensure 
that the cost, ecological and maintenance implications are fully understood, ahead of 
any decisions being taken.   


